
Beginners guide to the AIS 
AERONAUTICAL INFORMATION SERVICE



How do you get there?



It’s a free service, but you will need a login to utilise some 
of the features such as the NOTAMs

If you don’t have login details yet you can use the ones in the fields above.
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What is the AIS?
NATS provides the Aeronautical Information Service as a specified service under the Air Traffic Services Licence granted to NATS by the 

Minister of State for Transport.

NATS offers free access to a range of on-line services to airlines, pilots and all those involved in flight planning and navigation in the UK 

and beyond.

•UK Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP). This is static information, updated every 28 days, which contains information of lasting 

(permanent) character essential to air navigation.

•UK AIP Supplements (SUPs). These are temporary changes to the AIP, which are usually of long duration and contain comprehensive 

text and/or graphics.

•Aeronautical Information Circulars (AICs). These notices relate to safety, navigation, technical, administrative or legal matters.

•NOTAM. These notices concern the condition or change to any facility, service or procedure notified within the AIP. NOTAM are available 

in the form of Pre-Flight Information Bulletins (PIB) using a live database.

•VFR Chart Newsletter & Update Service. This is a full list of amendments to current charts, email/RSS notification service and other 

information relating to VFR charting.

•UK Foreign IAIP Library. This is a library of foreign aeronautical information for flight planning purposes.

For up-to-date information on specific NOTAM, including Restricted Areas (Temporary), Airspace Upgrades and Emergency Restrictions 

of Flying, you can call the AIS Information Line on 08085 354802.



The AIP.



The AIP is divided into 3 parts:

GEN

ENR

AD



GEN Section
It may come as no surprise that the GEN section covers very general information

GEN 1 – National Regulations and Requirements (including rules for travelling to/from the UK)

GEN 2 – Tables and Codes (including chart symbology as shown in the example below)

GEN 3 – Services (including meteorological services available)

GEN 4 – Charges for Aerodromes/Heliports



ENR Section

The ENR (En-route) Section contains information that largely concerns airspace, routes, and air traffic

ENR 1 – General Rules and Procedures (including the Visual Flight Rules)

ENR 2 – Air Traffic Services Airspace (shows airspace and its vertical dimensions, coordinates and frequencies)

ENR 3 – ATS Routes (mostly not applicable to light helicopters other than ‘helicopter routes’)

ENR 4 – Radio Navigation Aids/Systems (a list of nav aids)

ENR 5 – Navigation Warnings (including details of restricted, prohibited and danger areas as seen in the below example)

ENR 6 – En-route Charts (a list of charts)



AD Section
The AD (aerodrome) section gives details of airfields and heliports

AD 1 – Aerodromes/Heliports - Introduction

AD 2 – Aerodromes (everything you need to know about specific airfields)

AD 3 – Heliports (everything you need to know about specific heliports)

Example below shows some of the details about Leeds East Airfield



AIP Supplements

UK Aeronautical Information Publication (AIP). This is static information, updated every 28 days, which contains information of lasting (permanent) 

character essential to air navigation.



AICs – Aeronautical Information Circulars
Aeronautical Information Circulars (AICs). These notices relate to safety, navigation, technical, administrative or legal matters.

Of particular importance are the Mauve Circulars which give details about any temporary restricted airspace.



Click here to read Pink 003/2020 - a safety AIC relating to helicopter 

precautionary landings in deteriorating weather conditions.

http://www.nats-uk.ead-it.com/aip/current/misc/AIC/EG_Circ_2020_P_003_en.pdf


NOTAMs – Notice To Air Men



NOTAMs need to be check daily covering your route or area of 

operation.



Q) The q-line is a unique identifier for the NOTAM.

A) Gives a location if applicable (often an ICAO code for an 

aerodrome).

B) From: a specific date and time.

C) To: a specific date and time.

E) The plain text section; a written summary of what the NOTAM

concerns.

IV - Indicates that this is significant for IFR and VFR traffic

AE - Indicates scope, here Aerodrome and En- route. W means nav warning.

000/002 - lower and upper limits expressed as a flight level. 

5350N00112W001 - Indicates the geographical centre and radius of influence, always this number of digits. In this 

case the radius is 1 n.m.



SCENARIOS/SUGGESTIONS

CIRCUITS: Use an aerodrome brief. NOTAMs are only available for licensed aerodromes, so if you are using a non-licensed aerodrome, you should use 

a point brief to establish whether there are any aerial activities taking place in the vicinity.

LOCAL AREA: Use a Point brief. The point brief allows you to define a radius up to 99NM around a specific point.

FLYING A to B: Use the narrow route brief; generally the same rules for submitting a flight plan apply.

IFR & VFR BRIEFINGS FOR NOTICE BOARDS: If you require a full IFR &/or VFR briefing for all en-route NOTAMs in the FIR then use a route brief.

VFR BRIEFINGS FOR NOTICE BOARDS: If you wish to obtain a VFR bulletin then use the VFR briefs. These have fixed parameters. Two provide en-route 

NOTAMs, for the London (EGTT) FIR and Scottish (EGPX) FIR, two provide Aerodrome briefs for the same regions.

AVOIDING AIR DISPLAYS - RED ARROWS

Air displays take place at many venues in the UK, not just at aerodromes. Within the bulletin, such activities are identified by the words restricted area –

temporary RA(T). It is often the case that more than one RA(T) will exist during the day. Mauve AICs are also issued to notify the event when such 

activities are taking place and can also be accessed via the IAIP page by selecting the Circulars (AIC), many of which contain a map of the RA(T).

The AIS Information Line 08085 354802 also provides up-to-date information on restricted areas –temporary, airspace upgrades and emergency 

restrictions of flying.



THE AIS LINE - 08085 354802


