
Understanding 
Regulation



Disclaimer!
Some of the information and links provided may become 

broken or out of date as the publications are updated 

regularly. 



EASA & THE UK CAA

EASA stands for European Aviation Safety Agency.

EASA works with the EU member states' national aviation authorities (NAAs) such as the UK CAA but 

has taken over many of their functions in the interest of aviation standardisation across the EU.

The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is the statutory corporation which oversees and regulates all aspects 

of civil aviation in the United Kingdom.

The CAA directly or indirectly regulates all aspects of aviation in the UK. In some aspects of aviation it 

is the primary regulator; in other areas, where the responsibility for regulation has passed to 

the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), the CAA acts as EASA's local office, implementing the 

regulations.



A list of publications you should 
be aware of

PART-FCL (Flight Crew Licensing) 

PART-NCO (Non-Commercial Operations)

SERA (Standardised European Rules of the Air)

UK Rules of the Air Regulations 2015

ORS4 (OFFICIAL RECORD SERIES)

ANO  (Air Navigation Order)



PART-FCL

This document tells us all we need to know about our EASA licenses and ratings, how to gain them, 

and how to maintain them.

For Example:

‘FCL.210.H PPL(H) 

Experience requirements and crediting 

(a) Applicants for a PPL(H) shall have completed at least 45 hours of flight instruction on helicopters’

Here you can get to grips with the Easy Access Rules for Part-FCL

https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Easy_Access_Rules_for_Part-FCL-Aug20.pdf


PART-NCO

Part-NCO lays down the rules and requirements for carrying out ‘private flights’ 

in EASA Aircraft (that’s aircraft holding a Certificate of Airworthiness granted by 

EASA). It covers items such as: Pilot-in-Command responsibilities, Passenger 

briefing and Documents to be carried in flight.

Go to the ‘Easy Access Rules’ for Air Operations which includes Part-NCO

https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/EasyAccessRules_for_AirOperations-Oct2019.pdf


The Rules of 
the Air



SERA

The Standardised European Rules of the Air. 

SERA applies to every aircraft operating in UK airspace regardless of type or state of 

registration. But as the rules do not cover all aspects of the Rules of the Air, Member 

States may keep supplementary rules that complement SERA. They may also permit 

routine operations such as VFR flight at night, and grant exemptions from SERA’s 

requirements. The UK publishes its supplementary rules in the form of The Rules of the 

Air Regulations 2015, and exemptions are contained in the Official Record Series.

Click to go to the ‘Easy Access Rules’ for SERA

https://www.easa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/dfu/Easy%20Access%20Rules%20for%20Standardised%20European%20Rules%20of%20the%20Air%20%28SERA%29.pdf


The Rules of the Air Regulations 
2015
The UK’s supplementary Rules of the Air. In addition to what you read in SERA, the UK’s Rules of the Air still apply.

For example reading SERA.5005(f) would have you believe that you can land in a congested area when necessary 

for taking off and landing:

‘Except when necessary for take-off or landing, or except by permission from the competent authority, a VFR flight 

shall not be flown: (1) over the congested areas of cities, towns or settlements or over an open-air assembly of 

persons at a height less than 300 m (1 000 ft) above the highest obstacle within a radius of 600 m from the 

aircraft;’

However the UK Rules of the Air state that:

‘Landing and taking off within congested areas and near open-air assemblies 

5.—(1) An aircraft must not take off or land within a congested area of any city, town or settlement except— (a) at 

an aerodrome in accordance with procedures notified by the CAA; or (b) at a landing site which is not an 

aerodrome in accordance with the permission of the CAA.’

Click to redirect to the Rules of the Air Regulations 2015

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2015/840/pdfs/uksi_20150840_en.pdf


ORS4 

The Official Record Series 4 is a selection of miscellaneous publications that includes further information 

concerning the UK’s exemptions to the Rules.

For example, while SERA.5005(f) prohibits any aircraft flying at a height of less than 500 feet above ground or 

water, ORS4 No. 1174 states:

‘a) The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) permits an aircraft to fly elsewhere than as specified in SERA.5005(f)(1) at a 

height of: i) less than 150 metres (500 feet) above the ground or water; or ii) less than 150 metres (500) above 

the highest obstacle within a radius of 150 metres (500 feet) from the aircraft. 

b) The aircraft must not be flown closer than 150 metres (500 feet) to any person, vessel, vehicle or structure 

except with the permission of the CAA.’

See the full list of publications contained in Official Record Series 4 here

https://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?catid=1&pagetype=65&appid=11&mode=list&type=sercat&id=17


The Air Navigation Order

The Air Navigation Order (ANO), or sometimes referred to as CAP 393, provides the 

foundation for a simpler and more proportionate approach to the regulation of many 

GA activities that fall under national (and not European) regulation. 

It covers things like ‘responsibilities and obligations of the pilot in command’ for pilots 

flying non-EASA aircraft and covers the legal basis for national (rather than EASA) flight 

crew licensing. These would otherwise be covered in Part-NCO and Part-FCL 

respectively.

You can find it using the link here

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1112/contents/made


So what are the rules of the air in 
the UK and where do we find them?

The rules of the air that apply in the UK may be as a direct result of SERA, an 

exemption from SERA (found in ORS4), or may be as a result of the supplementary 

information in the ‘UK Rules of the Air Regulations 2015’. The key is having a general 

understanding of the rules and knowing where to look if you aren’t sure of something.



Visual Flight Rules

The visual flight rules determine minimum weather 

conditions to fly legally under VFR. These mostly stem 

from SERA with the odd exception published through 

the Official Record Series. The table below is taken 

directly from SERA.



Visual Flight 
Rules 
continued

ORS4 No. 1341.

The following allows 

visibilities down to 1500m in 

Class G Airspace.



Visual Flight Rules 
continued

If visibility and cloud drop below the minimums then the ATS 

Provider may inform you that a ‘special VFR clearance’ will be 

offered rather than a ‘VFR clearance’. This is to allow you to 

enter controlled airspace provided you are happy to accept 

special VFR.



The 1000 foot rule. SERA



UK RULES OF THE AIR 
REGULATIONS 2015



The 500 foot rule SERA



ORS4 No. 1174 - exceptions to 
the minimum height requirements



…continued



‘Rule 11’ - Flight 
within Aerodrome 
Traffic Zones –
from the Rules of 
the Air 
Regulations 2015



Other essential knowledge

The following is essential knowledge taken from Part-FCL about staying legal and 

current.



Obligation to carry your licence, medical and photo ID



The 90-day rule



Validity of type ratings



Revalidation of your type ratings



Renewal of expired type ratings


